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two cousins, Alfonso Ramon in Castille, and Alfonso
Henriquez in Portugal, were both brave and victorious.
Alfonso Ramon was crowned emperor, with the con-
sent of the Pope, by the Archbishop of Toledo. His
wife was Berenguela, the sister of the Count of
Barcelona, a lady of great beauty and of a high spirit.
2n 1139, while her husband was absent on an expedition
into Andalusia, a body of Moors appeared and laid
siege to Toledo. The queen came forth on the ram-
parts, and, calling for the Moorish chiefs, upbraided
them with coming to besiege a woman when their
swords were needed at home. The chiefs owned that
her reproach was just, lowered their lances in homage
to her beauty, and filed away from beneath her walls.
Some time after, when two heads of Moorish chiefs
were brought home and fixed to the palace gates,
Berenguela expressed her horror at the barbarity,
caused them to be taken down, embalmed, and sent in
^nourning chariots to the families. Alfonso Henriquez
had succeeded his mother, Teresa, in Portugal, after
she had had a career far too like that of her sister,
Urraca, in Castille. He obtained the assistance of a
band of French and English knights, who put in at
Oporto, on their way to the second crusade in 1139,
and, mustering all his forces, marched towards the
Guadiana. The Moors had obtained accessions of force
from Africa and, when the two armies came in sight
of each other at Campo d'Ourique, the Portuguese
troops were far outnumbered. It is said that Alfonso
was much encouraged by opening a Bible at the defeat
of the Midianites by Gideon, and that a hermit visited
him and promised him a sign of victory. In truth, at
daybreak, as the matin-bell sounded, there was such

